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largely to the brief narrative of the day's travel and to more extended accounts 
of the historical significances of the many riparian towns and sites. The 
story is made intelligible and attractive by many drawings of specific points of 
interest along the way, and while many of them are of chapels, streets of 
doorways, delightful to the artist, there are many which give the Seine a 
setting and show the character of the country through which it flows. Best 
of all, the journey can be traced by a map of unusual merit (unusual for a 
book of travel) and the pleasure in reading the book comes in part from the 
enlightening influence of a carefully arranged and well executed map. 

The book will be of great value to those who contemplate a journey along 
the Seine and will be an aid to anyone who wishes to know French history 
and France in detail. Robert M. Brown. 

The Spell of Switzerland. By Nathan Haskell Dole. Illustrated from 

photographs and original paintings by Waldemar Ritter. x and 489 pp. 

Map, index. L. C. Page & Co., Boston, 1913. $2.50. 8x6. 

His charming style may perhaps enable Mr. Dole to extend the fascination 

that he felt amid the scenes and memories of Switzerland over the readers of 

his book. Yet the author was apparently more affected by the native geniuses 

of Switzerland like Rousseau and Calvin, whom the mountains inspired, and by 

visitors, like Coleridge and Shelley, who were roused to supreme effort by the 

spectacle, than by the thing itself. The story, written in easy, conversational 

style, chiefly centers around Lausanne and Lake Geneva. The region between 

Mont Blanc and the Matterhorn receives considerable attention and a brief 

visit to Zurich and Lucerne completes the itinerary. The pictures are numerous 

and of unusual merit. Robert M. Brown. 

Athens and Its Monuments. By Charles Heald Weller. xxiv and 412 
pp. Ills., index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 1913. $4. 9x6. 
To strike the pick and shovel through the waste of centuries and to repro- 
duce Pausanias must be the end of any such work as this. The deeper the 
student plies his pick, the more of Pausanias he uncovers to our present 
knowledge, the better he accomplishes his task. The result is a Baedeker of 
distant ages. This work is all very new. Through all the centuries the Acropo- 
lis with its building complex has been well known, but below the hills the 
situation of Athens was wholly a matter of conjecture long after Rome had 
been mapped by generations of patient archaeologists. But in the late years, 
when Athens has been the capital of a Greece once more free, great attention 
has been paid to the study of its past, a theme particularly dear to the heart 
of its late king who fostered the national museum and was a stimulating 
patron of the schools of archaeology which have been established in the capital. 
One who was familiar with Athens only thirty years ago when its soil was 
scarcely touched below the hills will read with great surprise this handbook 
of the past in the present. The incomprehensible gaps in Pausanias, which it 
was then impossible to fill, have very largely been closed, the ancient city 
is made plain and now we know where and how the Attic citizens lived their 
daily life, which was by no means all a matter of temples standing on the 
heights. The value of this book, heightened by lavish illustration, will be as 
great in the library of the student as in the clear Athenian air. 

William Churchill. 

A History of Inland Transport and Communication in England. 

By Edwin A. Pratt, xii and 532 pp. Index. E. P. Dutton & Co., New 

York, 1912. $2. 7%x5%. 
Nearly two hundred pages of this volume supply an exceedingly interesting 
introduction to transportation in the railroad era. The author begins with early 
British and Roman roads whose main purpose is shown to have been the car- 
riage of metals to the coast for commerce with the continent. Following the 
Roman occupation was a period in which the church was the main influence in 
maintaining such roads as the people had. More than eleven centuries passed, 
from 411 A. D., the time of Roman withdrawal, to 1555, the date of the first 
general act for the repair of the roads. 
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There are chapters on carriages, coaching, the age of bad roads, the turn- 
pike system, and scientific road making. The account of bad roads shows 
vividly that Americans are not quite so far behind the mother country in road 
improvement, as we are wont to think. The account of scientific road making 
deals with Telford and Macadam, whose main work was in the early part of 
the nineteenth century, coincident in time with the first great epoch of road 
building in the United States. 

Interior navigation follows under the topics,— rivers and river transport, 
river improvement, disadvantages of river navigation, and the canal era. The 
first of this group of chapters is one of the most interesting in its emphasis on 
the efficiency of rivers in the early days, in promoting the progress of towns 
on their banks, when the inter-stream areas were difficult of access. One of 
the examples noted at some length is the Severn and its branches bordered by 
many towns and on whose waters in 1756 there were nearly 400 vessels. 

About half the volume relates to the history and administration of English 
roads and here the author is in the field of much of his previous work. From 
the origin and expansion of railroads he passes to chapters on railroads and 
the state, rates and charges, the railroads of to-day, and railroads as a national 
industry. Two chapters are given to yet more modern ways of transport, such 
as street ears, the motor bus, cycles and electric traction. The ' ' Outlook ' ' dis- 
cusses among other questions that of aerial transportation. A rather full list 
of authorities is included in the volume. A. P. Bkigham. 



WORLD AND PARTS OF IT 

La Grande Boucle. Notes et Croquis de l'Ancien Continent et des Deux 

Ameriques. Par Maurice Rondet-Saint. vi and 314 pp. Map. Plon- 

Nourrit et Cie, Paris, 1910. 7% x 5. 

The author writes with nervous vigor and photographic effect. Most of 

his matter is adapted to give the general reader useful, and in the main, 

correct information about many of the important places he visited on his 

extended journey. Occasionally, however, he is inaccurate and, at least in our 

country, he seems unfairly influenced by his prejudices. Most of us are 

"Yankees" and his comments on the various phases of this particular species 

of the human race are flippant and funny. It is to be regretted, if true, that 

any mention of our Far West always suggests to the author "the romances 

of Fenimore Cooper." This idea introduces his remarks on Seattle-Tacoma, 

nearly 3,000 miles west of the region where Cooper and many of the Indians 

he depicted lived out their days. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Das Gesetz der Wiistenbildung. Von Johannes Walther. 2. neubear- 
beitete Auflage. xv and 342 pp. Ills., index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 
1912. Mk. 12. 10x7. " 

The appearance of a splendid new edition of this long since exhausted 
work by the "desert geologist" Walther, is an event of importance to 
students of geological science. The delay in issuing the new edition has been 
due to the author's wish to complete further desert studies with a view to 
clearing up many subjects concerning which uncertainty existed. As a result 
we now have an essentially new book comprising twice the number of pages 
and including three times the number of illustrations. The illustrations are 
high grade half-tones made from excellent photographs. Remarkable as they 
are as examples of what good modern book-work may be, they are as a whole 
even more noteworthy as well selected types in illustration of the characteris- 
tic desert processes. 

The author's clear and graphic style and his excellence of presentation are 
here shown at their best. Despite the wealth of observed fact and the 
introduction of a good many exact figures, the interest never flags, and one 



